THE NATIONAL INTERCLUB TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP

The driving force behind The National Interclub Team Championship was Tun Abdullah Salleh, who was the Vice-President of The Malaysian Golf Association from 1985 until 1997.  When he was Chairman of Petronas, Tun Abdullah was instrumental in getting Petronas, Malaysia's national oil corporation to sponsor and donate a challenge trophy for an lnterclub Team Championship.

"The purpose," according to Tun Abdullah, "was to allow MGA's affiliated clubs to meet annually and exchange views. That would help MGA to get to know the clubs better and the Championship would also encourage clubs to produce better golfers."

In order to run such a Championship, the MGA had to look for c1ubs with 36 holes to accommodate many teams consisting of four players from each team for the two round tournament.

In 1994, the first Championship teed off at The Royal Selangor Golf Club and the host club with a two-round total of 463 won “The Petronas Trophy”. John Eu also of RSGC, won the individual gold medal with a 152 total.

When the Championship was held in 1995, two 18 hole clubs were used. Templer Park Country Club and its neighbour Perangsang Templer Golf Club staged the two-day event. Kuala Kubu Bharu Golf & country club proved a very formidable team winning with a 459 total. However, the individual title went to Charlie Ginn of Templer Park Country Club

In 1996, at Tropicana Golf and Country Club and in 1997 at Kelab Rahman Putra Malaysia, Kuala Kubu Bharu Golf & Country Club again ran away with the trophy and the club's star player R Nachimuthu, who was also a national golfer, was the best individual for those two years.  KKBGCC's total in 1996 was 459 followed by 468 the next year and Nachimuthu had a 152 and 151 total for each of the two years

After three years of being the Champion, MGA decided that KKBGCC could keep the challenge trophy for good. By then Petronas had also decided that it would no longer sponsor the Championship and the continuity of the Championship then became MGA's responsibility.  A new trophy was bought and the event was renamed The National Interclub Team Championship

In 1998 at Tropicana Golf and Country Club, Kelab Golf Putra Perlis emerged as Malaysia's top team with 449. Rahizam Ramli also made it a double for the club taking the individual limelight with a 141 total. Rahizam was also a national player.

Since national players were at the helm of the winning teams the last four years, it was decided that they would all be barred from competing in all future Championships to give other clubs a better chance of winning.

In 1999, at Bukit Beruntung Golf and Country Club, Serendah Golf Links took the team gold with a 462 total and Kelab Golf Angkatan Tentera's Applanaidu Periasamy was the best individual with 150. 

It was at Pulai Springs Resort in 2000 that Kelab Golf Angkatan Tentera topped the leaderboard with a 476 total and Applanaidu again from Angkatan Tentera won individual honours with a 154 total.

From a 4-men team, the format was changed to a 3-men team in 2001, as some clubs did not have enough of quality players. Besides, it was also beginning to cost the Clubs more to send 4 or 5 players (Captain inclusive) to this annual event. Furthermore getting Golf Clubs with 36 holes to host this event was becoming more difficult. To overcome all the above constraints the MGA decided to reduce the number of teams to 40 with 3 players each. A total of 120 players would be a manageable number and an 18-hole course would also be able to organize this event.
.

Kelab Rahman Putra hosted the event in 2001 for the second time where Royal Perak Golf Club won easily with a total of 473.  Kuah Wai Seong of Sentul Raya Golf Club was the individual winner with a 150 total.

In 2002, the Championship went to Melaka and Orna Golf Resort played host. Kelab Golf Angkatan Tentera did a 2000 repeat winning with 474 on countback from the 2001 winner Royal Perak Golf Club. Aaron Ng of Saujana Impian Golf and Country Club walked away with the individual gold with a 151 total.

Up North for the 2003 edition, Penang Golf Resort played host where Kelab Kedah Darul Aman DiRaja won the Trophy with a total score of 461.  Zainal Abidin Sani of Royal Perak Golf Club won the individual event with a score of 142. 

Kelab Golf Sultan Abdul Aziz hosted the 2004 edition where Royal Johor Country Club won the Trophy with a total score of 461.  Akhmal Tarmizi Mohd Nazri of Seremban International Golf Club won the individual event with a score of 147.  Royal Sun Alliance Insurance Sdn Bhd tied up as the title sponsor and from 2004 the Championship is called “ Royal Sun Alliance National Inter-Club Team Championship”.

In 2005, the Championship’s 12th anniversary, Royal Perak Golf Club, hosted the event for the first time and Serendah Golf Resort won the Trophy for the second time with a total score of 468.  Martin Salazar from Saujana Golf & Country Club won the individual event with a score of 146.  Royal Sun Alliance’ sponsored the Championship for the year 2005

The 13th Championship was held at Royal Johor Country Club on 8th & 9th August 2006.

The Royal Sun Alliance’ once again sponsored the Championship for 2006.  Royal Johor Country Club represented by Ng Yau Loong , Jeff Yong and Jaafar Mohd won the Team Event with the total score of 478. Jaafar Mohd also won the Individual Event with a total score of 156.

The 14th Championship was held on 7th & 8th August 2007 at Kelab Rahman Putra, Sungai Buloh, Selangor and Kelab Golf Negara Subang won the Team Title for the first time with a score of 486.  Jimmy Chia from Kota Permai won the individual event with a total score of 150.

The 15th Championship was held on 5th & 6th August 2008 at Kelab Rekereasi Tentera Udara, Subang, Selangor. There was a total of 27 clubs participated in the 15th Edition of the Championship. The winner was Perangsang Templer GC represented by Abdul Rashid Hashim, Marsidi Adnan, and Nasharuddin Basir with a total of 488, one stroke better than Saujana GCC. In the individual event, Ronnie Shee of Bukit Jalil GCR emerged the winner at 156.

The 16th Edition of the Championship will be held on 4th and 5th August 2009 at Ayer Keroh Country Club, Melaka.
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